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Foreword
Dear members of REScoop.eu,

Looking back at 2021, it has once again not been an easy year for many of us.
The COVID-19 virus came back to ravage through our societies and forced
us all into teleworking again. Here in REScoop.eu, we managed to organise
ourselves remotely but we know that many energy cooperatives, especially
those who depend on daily human interaction for their operations, had a hard
time keeping close to their members and maintaining their activities.
Despite the COVID restrictions, we did manage to travel to Glasgow and
represent our members at COP26, where we once more noticed how hard it is
for countries to prioritise climate action and take effective measures to lower
our dependency on fossil fuels. It was also worrying to see nuclear energy
being considered as a ‘clean’ source of energy. But at the same time – and
that is really encouraging - we see more and more citizens, communities
and cities taking matters into their own hands by taking action individually or
collectively through energy communities.
2021 was also a year where the hard work of the REScoop.eu members, board
and our team resulted in a strategy for the coming years, a steadily growing
membership, a revision of the State Aid Guidelines with special provisions for
energy communities, and a service contract with the European Commission,
the Energy Communities Repository. That contract will allow us to identify
all existing energy communities out there and support their growth and
development through a technical assistance programme.
Just a few weeks ago, Russia invaded Ukraine - a devastating tragedy that
we cannot begin to find the words for, adding to the many persons and
families from different parts of the world that have had to suffer hardship
and migration due to war, persecution, economic difficulties and climate
change (among others) in the past years and decades. Our hearts go out
to the people affected by this war, as well as to all our brothers and sisters
from other countries that have found their way to the EU over the past years,
looking for a safe haven.
Beyond the human tragedy of this war, the current situation has had
significant impacts on the EU’s energy market, with skyrocketing energy
prices as a direct consequence. The EU will have to mobilise actors on all
fronts to secure its energy supply, and increase its energy independence.
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Indeed, the next couple of years will be crucial if we are to address the
climate crisis. We need to see radical changes in the way energy is generated
and used. Citizen support will be critical in achieving that transition, and
cooperatives are the best way we know of mobilising them. The climate
situation is urgent, the need for action never greater. That’s what keeps us
going, and that’s what will happen! Many thanks for your support.

Dirk Vansintjan, President REScoop.eu

Introduction
The need for climate action has never been greater.
The scale of the work to avoid a climate catastrophe is
enormous. Conventional players alone will not be able to
bring about the changes we urgently need and citizens
can directly contribute to the sustainable society in
which they want to live in. That is why REScoop.eu works
to unlock the huge potential of energy cooperatives as
leaders of a clean, fair and democratic energy transition.
REScoop.eu is the European federation of citizen energy
cooperatives. Our network represents 1.900 energy
cooperatives and 1.250.000 people across Europe.
Energy cooperatives are key in leading the energy
transition, making it possible for citizens to participate in
renewable energy, energy efficiency and other activities
that will decarbonize our energy system.

in numbers

1.250.000 citizens

1.900 cooperatives

In order to support our members,
our main objectives are:
1.

Ensuring citizens’ voices are heard
in energy policy debates

2.

Fostering international collaboration
between citizen energy cooperatives

3.

Helping cooperatives to grow and prosper

4.

Promoting the cooperative model

In 2021, a new board of directors was elected by the General
Assembly. The board members are Ecopower (Belgium),
Energie Samen (Netherlands), Enercoop (France), Som
Energia (Spain), DGRV (Germany), Middelgrunden
(Denmark), Energy4All (United Kingdom) and Coopérnico
(Portugal). This board of eight energy cooperatives, elected
for a four year term, sets our policy and direction. We are
supported by a twelve-person team working in Brussels
and Berchem (Belgium).
REScoop.eu is the voice of the energy cooperative
movement and the growth of both the number of active
cooperatives in Europe and of our own membership gives
us hope and strength. If you are already a REScoop.eu
member we want to thank you for all your support, without
which we could not operate. If you are a cooperative,
association, or group of citizens and are not yet a
REScoop.eu member we urge you to consider joining.
The more members we have, the stronger our voice will be.

board of 8
cooperatives

12
employees

98
members

70
individual
members

14
associated
members
14
federations

members from 20
diﬀerent countries
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New projects we started/
will start in 2022

EU projects
The work of REScoop.eu takes place through various
projects supported by a set of funders, including EU
public funds, national public funds and private funds.

European projects we worked on
in 2021
REScoop.eu is the project coordinator of SCCALE
203050, a Horizon 2020 project that aims to
develop a set of tools, resources and coaching
techniques to support the set-up and operation of
energy communities. The project aims to strengthen
the collaboration between energy cooperatives and
local authorities.
Through

EUCENA aims to accelerate and diversify the
energy transition in Central and Southeastern Europe
by setting up an annual summer school where energy
communities can exchange experiences and learn
new skills.

and communications to promote the development of
renewable energy communities.
The OSF project aims to grow the energy cooperative

Agro Fossil Free will show how farmers can benefit
from innovative business models (like the cooperative
business model) that help mitigate climate change
and decarbonise our economies whilst keeping value
in the local communities.

RE/SOURCED aims to develop a circular and self-

movement in the eastern part of Europe, specifically
in Poland and the Czech Republic. REScoop.eu will
support the national partners with the transposition
of the European directives and the implementation of
enabling frameworks, focusing specifically on funding
programs supported by the European structural funds.

sufficient energy system on Transfo, a multifunctional
heritage site of an old power plant in Zwevegem, a
small town in West Flanders, Belgium.

A growing number of energy cooperatives are trying to
alleviate energy poverty, bringing forward innovative
schemes and business models. CEES aims to identify

In OneNET, we liaise with DSOs and TSOs to explore

the existing best practices and wants to build a
narrative around this important challenge. REScoop.eu
is in charge of communication and EU policy work.

REScoop VPP, REScoop.eu supports the

set-up of a community-driven virtual power plant that
can actually provide flexibility services to the grid.

ECF advocomms aims to use strategic advocacy

how cooperatives can support the implementation of
a decentralised energy system.

REScoop.eu is the project coordinator of the Energy
Communities Repository, an initiative on behalf
of the European Commission to support energy
communities across the EU. The Repository will
establish an EU-wide database of energy communities,
provide legal analysis and recommendations for
policy-makers at EU, national and local levels, and
provide technical assistance to energy communities.
The Patagonia communications project allows us
to raise awareness around the concept of community
energy in Europe through specific communication
actions, such as sharing successful stories from our
network, organising capacity building workshops, or
presenting the seven cooperative principles in a video.
This will help citizens and communities to take up an
active role in the energy transition.

Ecco aims to enhance the relationships with farmers
and support them in setting up energy cooperatives
with their neighbours.
The Clean

STEPS aims to strengthen the competitiveness
of North-West European SMEs, including energy
cooperatives, working on innovative storage solutions.

Energy for EU Islands Secretariat
LIFE_LETsGO4Climate project, REScoop.

(I&II) is an initiative of the European Commission

In the

aimed at supporting the clean energy transition of
European islands from the bottom up.

eu works together with its member Energie Partagée
to develop an engagement methodology to involve
citizens in Citizen Energy Communities in the CentreVal-de-Loire region in France.

COMPILE researches the benefits that energy
communities can bring to poorly connected
communities (energy islands), and help those
communities to realise their energy transition.

Citizen-led renovation (I&II) brings together
cooperatives with expertise on citizen-led renovation
and feeds into policy debates centred around energy
efficiency and citizen-led renovation.

ECF communications aimed to widely
disseminate inspirational stories, tools and best
practices to support citizens that want to start a
renewable energy community and give them answers
and motivation they need to launch local energy
projects. This project came to an end in 2021.
ECF definition supported REScoop.eu members

cVPP aims for an effective implementation of
demand-response solutions in energy communities.

COME RES supports the implementation of the
community energy provisions of the Clean Energy
Package in nine EU Member States.

in France, Portugal, Greece, Poland, Italy, Belgium
and The Netherlands with the transposition of
the Clean Energy Package, particularly when it
comes to implementing good definitions for energy
communities and providing enabling frameworks.
This project came to an end in 2021.

Some key figures
•

●5 women & 7 men in the team

•

●8 women & 8 men in the board

•

●Movie première of ‘We the Power’

•

●Publication of the online Transposition tracker

•

●Translation of the Community Energy Guide in 7 different languages

•

●Representation in 223 events

•

●21 working group meetings with members

•

●Publication of the REScoop.eu Gender Power Statement

•

●Membership growth with 38,5%

•

●1.295 social media messages
triggering 1.136.872 impressions & 29.441 engagements

•

●6 Press releases, 11 newsletters & 72 website articles

Financial report

The gas crisis - a wake-up call to make
the energy transition fairer

By Daan Creupelandt and Mark Luntley

By Josh Roberts and Sara Tachelet

2021 has been a successful year for REScoop.eu and its finances. Our membership has grown as
more cooperatives and community groups have joined our family. REScoop.eu also successfully bid
to deliver 11 new projects. As a result our total income for the year was € 1.184k (€ 932k in 2020) and
our expenditures were € 1.041k (€ 746k in 2020). This left a surplus in the year of € 143k which will be
carried forward to support projects in later years.
REScoop.eu continues to deliver more EU projects, which in turn require more staff and other costs.
As Europe moves away from oil and gas it is our role to represent a strong citizen voice in favour of a
greener and more equal energy transition.

Income and spending in the year

Total income

2020

2021

€932.266

€1.184.845

Total spending

€745.734

€1.041.143

Surplus

€186.532

€143.702

2020

2021

€1.802.044

€1.985.074

Summary Balance Sheet

Total Assets

Total Liabilities

€224.622

€301.666

Accumulated Surplus

€333.121

€476.823

In 2021, energy prices started soaring all across
Europe and it is clear that this situation will keep
on worrying us for a while. For some, this price rise
represented a somewhat significant inconvenience
– for others, it meant not being able to pay their
energy bills, or going into debt to do so. A slew of
factors has put us here. An important one is that
European countries are highly dependent on fossil
fuel exporters for their energy supply. The current
geopolitical context proves that such reliance makes
us vulnerable to energy price fluctuations.
A direct result is that energy poverty has been on the
rise and it is expected to influence more and more
citizens, not only the low-income and vulnerable
ones. Although the EU states that access
to clean and affordable energy is a
human right, the current system has
shown obvious limitations in preserving
such a right.
An effective way to avoid being
exposed to volatilities would be
for the EU to drastically reduce
its dependence on fossil fuels.
This means reducing our energy
needs and increasing our own
renewable energy production.
This is where citizens and their
communities come in. By developing
and operating clean energy projects,
energy cooperatives are not just a tool for driving local
social innovation; but also a means to secure a clean
energy supply for future crises. In addition, energy
cooperatives pay special attention to the vulnerable
households in their surroundings, and actively
look for solutions that prevent or alleviate energy
poverty. Due to a higher level of engagement by the
local citizens with the topic of energy (for instance,
through outreach and education), renewable energy
cooperatives trigger behavioural change, resulting in
energy savings (including through citizen-led home
renovations), and empower citizens to increasingly
participate in flexibility and storage solutions.

The impact of the energy crisis was and is different
for each of our members.
For energy cooperatives that have enough renewable
generation to meet their members’ needs, their
exposure to high market prices is limited. According
to Ecopower in Belgium for example, 80% of the time
it can provide all of its members electricity from the
sun and wind. That means that only 20% of the time,
they need to buy on the market. As such, they and
their members are a little more relaxed about the
rising market prices, because owning a large amount
of own production offers certain security.
Such sentiments are similar in Greece, where our
members see collective self-consumption as a
defence when such crises inevitably strike
again and the belief in the viability and
necessity of community projects is
growing.
Nevertheless, the energy crisis is
also putting immense pressure
on some other members. In
Spain, the last decade has seen
a popular revolution against
the biggest utilities towards
cooperative suppliers. However,
draconian policies to disincentive
investment in renewable energy
by the previous government have
contributed to a severe exposure of these
cooperatives to market fluctuations.
Despite the difficult market situation, our members try
to stay close to their cooperative nature. In fact we see
a growing number of energy cooperatives engaging
vulnerable households, creating energy solidarity
mechanisms between members and fighting
energy poverty in many different ways. Cooperatives
clearly work for the sustainable development of the
communities in which they operate.

Advocacy
By Josh Roberts and Stavroula Pappa

In 2021, REScoop.eu’s advocacy efforts continued to focus heavily on shaping the translation of new
EU legislations on energy communities at the national level to benefit our members.

Clean Energy Package transposition
According to Directive 2018/2001 (The Renewable
Energy Directive II) and Directive 2019/944
(the Electricity Directive), Member States must
incorporate definitions of energy communities,
enabling frameworks, and other supportive policies
and regulations, into their national law. The rules in
the Electricity Directive were supposed to be written
into national law by the end of 2020, while the rules in
the Renewable Energy Directive II should be in place
at national level by the end of June 2021. Our efforts
have focused on ensuring national governments
properly understand these new EU rules, and the
development of appropriate and timely national
frameworks for energy communities to thrive.
Due to the COVID crisis, among other things, many
Member States were behind on the transposition
process, with very few respecting the deadlines.
Furthermore, the legislation that was put in place was
often a copy-paste of the EU Directives, leaving a lot
of details open.
Similar to our work in 2020, we continued to focus
heavily on shaping the understanding of definitions of
‘renewable energy communities’ and ‘citizen energy
communities’. In particular, we released an online
‘Transposition Tracker’ Tool, which allows members of
the public to view the state of transposition of the energy
community definitions across Member States. We also
provided quality assessments of the different elements
of the national definitions, allowing for the identification
of best practices and laggards. We continued to provide
expertise to the European Commission, Ministries of EU
Member States and Members of the Energy Community
Treaty, national regulators, our members, and other
national partners that are involved in the transposition
process at the national level.

We also collaborated with partner organisations in
the Community Power Coalition to communicate
the new opportunities provided by EU legislation.
Together with Friends of the Earth Europe and Energy
Cities, we produced a vision statement, as well as a
practical guidebook that can help citizens unlock
new opportunities available through EU legislation.

New EU legislations
In the context of the Green Deal, the Commission
also released proposals to amend several pieces
of EU legislation on energy, dubbed the ‘Fit for 55’
legislative package. With new-found capacity to
work on topics such as energy efficiency, building
renovations, and energy poverty, we have used this
opportunity to expand recognition and support for
energy communities in these areas. We met with
Commission officials to influence their proposals,
and worked with members of European Parliament
(MEPs) to improve them.
In 2021, the Commission also proposed the longawaited revision of its Environmental and Energy State
Aid Guidelines (EEAG) and General Block Exemption
Regulation. In its original proposal for new Climate,
Energy and Environmental protection State aid
Guidelines (CEEAG), renewable energy communities
were not mentioned. As such, we spent significant
efforts advocating for supportive provisions in the
CEEAG for renewable energy communities. These
efforts paid off, as the final CEEAG contains favourable
provisions exempting renewable energy communities
from auctions and tenders, which will be a big help in
growing energy communities at the national level.

2021 also brought challenges. First, on the EU
legislative front, in December the Commission
proposed changes to the Gas Directive, in which it
proposed to ‘mirror’ the citizen energy community
definition into the Directive. We are very worried that
this will provide very little added value, while creating
significant risk of corporate capture of the energy
community concept by gas industry incumbents.
Second, the energy prices crisis, driven primarily by a
lack of gas storage/supply, has magnified a number
of issues such as energy poverty and traditional
market paradigms. We have spoken out on these
issues and have tried to represent the perspectives
of citizens as well as our members.

Next steps
In 2022, REScoop.eu’s advocacy efforts will continue
to focus on ensuring all EU Member States write
their national rules on energy communities on time.
On this front, at the end of 2021 we received an early
Christmas gift, a contract with the Commission to set
up a European Energy Communities Repository. This
will help provide us with resources to assist Member
States in their transposition, as well as provide
technical support to new energy communities on
the ground. We will also maintain our focus on
open legislative files to ensure they support energy
democracy. With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the
price crisis has magnified. Within this context, we
will continue to push for an energy transition away
from fossil fuels, particularly gas, and the role that
energy communities can play in driving a clean and
democratic energy transition.

Some numbers
11 policy papers
37 advocacy meetings with policy makers
22 with the European Commission
8 with the European Parliament
7 with national policy makers
6 Advocacy Working Group meetings
with our members
11 Community Power Coalition meetings
7 Coalition for Energy Savings meetings
7 Right to Energy Coalition meetings

Our Working Groups
REScoop.eu coordinates the collaboration between members in different thematic working groups. The aim of
these groups is to provide our members with direct access to experts, and to build fora for exchange among
partners. We have set-up collaborations around topics like e-mobility, offshore wind, gender power, flexibility,
citizen-led renovation and financing.

The Gender Power working group gathers
REScoop.eu members to discuss challenges
and exchange good practices, tools and
instruments that help energy communities
diversify their boards and membership base.
The working group meets on a monthly basis
to discuss and organise actions to concretise
its ambition to diversify the community energy
movement in order to reflect the principle of
gender justice.

Citizen-led renovation
The Citizen-led Renovation working
group focuses on energy savings and
home renovation. It brings together
a diverse group of cooperatives that
either already have such activities or
have the ambition to develop them.
The group meets once a month,
exchanging on, for example, the latest
developments and insights from their
work, peer support and training.

The working group has launched its Ambition
statement to encourage REScoop.eu members
to contribute to a just energy transition,
promoting the meaningful participation of
people of all genders on equal terms. The
statement, available in 8 languages, is open for
signature by all REScoop.eu members.

In September 2021, a citizen-led renovation
’Bootcamp’ was organised in Brussels. For
the first time in a long while, we were able to
meet up in person for two days of peer-topeer training on developing and operating
business models for home renovation. The
bootcamp included sessions on service
design, social marketing, financing, and a
home assessment demonstration. Moreover,
several members from the group teamed up
to develop a proposal for a LIFE programme
project on cooperative ‘one-stop-shop’ for
renovation. All-in-all it was an exciting year for
home renovation!
Currently,
around
15
people
from
Belgium,
United
Kingdom,
the
Netherlands, Denmark, France, Portugal
and Spain regularly attend the sessions.
Is your cooperative interested in getting
involved more with energy efficiency
and building renovation? Please get in
touch with our colleague Sem Oxenaar
sem.oxenaar@rescoop.eu

Gender Power

or abolish existing gender-discriminatory
regulations, customs, structures, and practices.
The group also wishes to shine light on the
voices, faces, needs, and interests of women
and people of all genders in the community
energy sector. In this context, on International
Womens Day, we took the opportunity to
thank all the women in the Community Energy
movement for leading the Energy Transition to
Energy Democracy!
Is your cooperative interested in joining the
group? Please get in touch with our colleague
Antonia Proka: antonia.proka@rescoop.eu

The Gender Power working group mobilises
the democratic and inclusive nature of energy
cooperatives to take measures to modify

Flexibility
The Flexibility working group gathers
cooperatives interested in decentralised
flexibility including production, demand
and storage. The group regularly shares
experiences related to a broad set of services:
from energy monitoring and individual selfconsumption to collective self consumption,
portfolio optimisation and finally system
services.

Group discussions cover technical aspects
related to the use of certain technologies (like
solar PV, wind, home battery, electric vehicle,
heat pump or domestic hot water). Moreover,
the discussions focus on practical aspects
such as putting in place the different services,
including logistics, end-user satisfaction,
and difficulties like missing skills and subcontracting.
Finally, regulatory issues related to these
new services are regularly reviewed, with
a particular focus in the coming year on
the energy sharing regulation in different
countries.
Partners from the REScoopVPP project also
regularly feed back its latest achievements
to the group. REScoopVPP is REScoop.eu’s

flagship project on demand-side flexibility,
that is assessing the possibility of making
home automation tools available to citizen
energy cooperatives
The group meets about 4 times a year and
usually gathers around 15 people from
Belgium, Croatia, France, Germany, GreatBritain, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands,
Portugal and Spain.
Is your cooperative interested in joining the
group? Please get in touch with our colleague
Roland Tual: roland.tual@rescoop.eu

REScoop.eu staff - who’s who

Finalising our Strategy
By Myriam Castanié

After the launch of our new visual identity to make REScoop.eu’s brand future-proof, the REScoop.eu team
and board worked on a forward-looking strategy in 2021. The aim of the strategy is to ensure that our actions
land where they can have the strongest impact - for our members, for Europe’s citizens, and for the transition
of society as a whole. REScoop.eu’s strategy divides the federation’s activities in six areas: Advocacy, financing,
community-building, growing the movement, technology, and education & communication. We’re looking
into ways to support more cooperatives & citizen energy projects, find synergies between different economic
sectors, and explore partnerships that can help us do our work even better. This in addition to the services our
members are already used to.
Speaking of services: The experience we’ve built within REScoop.eu over the past years is starting to make the
rounds. More and more organisations - citizen groups and municipalities in particular - are contacting us to
help them set up energy communities, train their leaders of tomorrow, and support them in finding financing
solutions for their clean energy projects. With this in mind, REScoop.eu is expanding its service offer to
members and non-members, including (but not limited to) community coaching, support on setting up energy
communities, strategy, financing support and more. If you think we could help you or a community you’re aware
of, don’t hesitate to get in touch with daan.creupelandt@rescoop.eu.

organise your
group

learn how to
finance
your energy
community project

figure out what
type of project is
best suited for you
depending on your
context

learn about
technical skills
needed for your
energy community
project

develop your
strategy

work better
with your
municipality
and citizens

with practical tools
to help you
on your way

and more!

Dirk Vansintjan

Antonia Proka

PRESIDENT

PROJECT MANAGER

dirk.vansintjan@rescoop.eu
+32 486 392 212

antonia.proka@rescoop.eu
+32 485 02 81 01

Daan Creupelandt

Heleen Schockaert

COORDINATOR

PROJECT MANAGER

daan.creupelandt@rescoop.eu
+32 493 400 931

heleen.schockaert@rescoop.eu
+32 483 01 53 62

Myriam Castanié

Óscar Güell

STRATEGY MANAGER

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

myriam.castanie@rescoop.eu
+32 484 123 840

oscar.guell@rescoop.eu
+32 488 479 586

Sara Tachelet

Roland Tual

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

PROJECT MANAGER

sara.tachelet@rescoop.eu
+32 493 400 935

roland.tual@rescoop.eu
+32 493 362 881

Josh Roberts

Sem Oxenaar

SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR

PROJECT MANAGER

josh.roberts@rescoop.eu
+32 493 400 933

sem.oxenaar@rescoop.eu
+32 484 03 03 10

Stanislas d’Herbemont

Stavroula Pappa

PROJECT MANAGER

PROJECT MANAGER

stan.herbemont@rescoop.eu
+32 493 400 932

stavroula.pappa@rescoop.eu
+32 484 12 42 75

REScoop.eu members
Individual members

Associate members

Federation members

REScoop.eu partners

Contact

REScoop.eu teams up with a broad range of partners in order to strengthen our vision and increase our impact.

ANTWERP OFFICE

BRUSSELS OFFICE

Posthoflei 3/bus 3
BE – 2600 Berchem

Mundo-madou
Rue de la charité 22
BE – 1210 Brussels

FIND RESCOOP.EU ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@RESCOOP.EU

RESCOOP.EU

@RESCOOPEU

RESCOOPVIDEOS

@RESCOOP.EU

www.rescoop.eu

REScoop.eu funders
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Our members
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