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Foreword 
By Dirk Vansintjan and Nuri Palmada
President and Vice-president of REScoop.eu

2023 saw a second war break out on Europe’s borders. The conflict between Palestine and Israël 

inflicts untold misery on innocent civilians and aid providers. Less appreciated is that war also 

amplifies climate change. Worse still conflict distracts us from the multiple crises we face whilst 

also delaying our response to it.

Securing our future

Between the sixth and ninth of June, the 27 EU member states will organise elections for the 

European Parliament. For REScoop.eu, this is an important moment. Not only will new members of 

parliament be chosen but existing political groups may grow or shrink and new groupings emerge, 

at the same time. Later in the year, after these elections, a new European Commission leadership 

will be established.

This means that in the coming months we will need to build new contacts in the parliament and 

commission to ensure our concerns remain at the heart of the commission’s work. 

This is why REScoop.eu launched its Manifesto for the EU elections: “Europe’s energy transition: 

active energy citizens take ownership”. This document explains our vision. We aim to highlight the 

link between the democratic right of citizens to vote and the future of energy democracy on our 

shared continent. 

This manifesto is released together with the Manifesto from Cooperatives Europe and several other 

energy cooperatives. Together, cooperatives across Europe play a pivotal role, offering employment 

opportunities to nearly 5.4 million individuals, spanning sectors from industry to services, from 

healthcare to housing, agriculture to banking, and energy to culture. This contribution to the 

economy and communities cannot be overlooked. Cooperatives are key players within the European 

Union, as will be highlighted in the International Year of Cooperatives in 2025.

Energy communities have repeatedly demonstrated their efficacy as vehicles delivering sustainable 

development and prosperity. They invest in producing, sharing, supplying, and distributing 

electricity, heating, and cooling from renewable energy sources. These cooperatives support their 

members in engaging with energy efficiency, citizen-led renovations, alleviating energy poverty, 

promoting flexibility, and embracing shared e-mobility. The potential of community energy is 

enormous: by 2050, around 45 % of renewable energy production in the EU could come from 

citizens.

Despite the recognition and support for energy communities in EU legislation, including the Clean 

Energy Package, Fit for 55, and REPowerEU, Member States have been sluggish in developing and 

implementing concrete on-the-ground policies and measures. Ongoing efforts are imperative to 

fully unlock the meaningful role of active energy citizens in addressing climate change.

Policymakers at both the EU and national levels need to unlock the full potential of energy 

communities, to support this REScoop.eu has formulated ten policy priorities.

We call on candidates of the European Parliament elections to endorse our Manifesto and become 

energy community supporters. We call on our members to vote for candidates that share our values.

https://coopseurope.coop/european-elections-2024/
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/
https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/REScoop.eu-manifesto_final.pdf


2.450 REScoops

1.500.000 citizens

11
supporters

15
employees

84
individual
members

18
associated
members

Numbers: 26 March 2024

in numbers

members from 24 different 
European countries.

102 members

Introduction
Europe’s energy transition is in full swing, and in light 

of the polycrisis we face (geopolitical wars, energy price 

crisis, climate change, …) its benefits and importance 

are becoming increasingly clear. The importance 

and potential of citizens in this transition cannot be 

overlooked. Through energy communities, citizens can 

organise themselves to take an active role in the energy 

transition. The aim is to deliver not only economic, but 

also environmental and social benefits to different 

communities.

REScoop.eu is the European federation representing 

these citizen-led energy initiatives. Our growing network 

now represents 2,450 REScoops and 1.500.000 people 

across Europe.

Our main objectives are:

1.	 Ensuring citizens’ voices are heard  

in energy policy debates

2.	 Fostering international collaboration between 

citizen-led energy initiatives

3.	 Helping our members to grow and prosper

4.	 Promoting the cooperative model

The board members are 5 energy cooperatives: Ecopower 

(Belgium), Enercoop (France), Som Energia (Spain), 

Middelgrunden (Denmark) and Coopérnico (Portugal) 

and 3 federations: Energy4All (United Kingdom), DGRV 

(Germany) and Energie Samen (Netherlands). The board 

was elected for a four year term in 2021 and sets our 

policy and direction. We are supported by a fifteen-

person team working in Brussels (Belgium).

REScoop.eu is the voice of the cooperative energy 

sector. The growing number of active citizen-led energy 

initiatives across Europe and of our own increasing 

membership gives us hope and strength. If you are 

already a REScoop.eu member we want to thank 

you for all your support, without which we could not 

operate. If you are a cooperative, association, or group 

of citizens working on energy and are not yet a REScoop.

eu member we urge you to consider joining. The more 

members we have, the stronger our voice will be.

Becoming future proof 

The challenges we face are not just situated outside the community energy movement. Many groups in society 

remain underrepresented in energy cooperatives and the cooperative movement at large. The youth of our 

continent remains seriously underrepresented.

We typically find that our cooperative members are mostly middle-aged (or older). The lack of participation of 

the new generations in our work is marked. 

To secure the movement’s future and scale up the benefits it has to offer to society, we must carry our message 

and cooperative values across generations. Energy communities will only make sense if we are able to do 

this. This means finding common ground in cooperative values and positioning energy communities as a safe, 

welcoming and empowering space for all in our turbulent times.



EU projects 
The work of REScoop.eu takes place through various 

projects supported by a set of funders, including EU 

public funds, national public funds and private funds. 

European projects we worked on 
in 2023

REScoop.eu is the project coordi-

nator of SCCALE 203050, a Horizon 

2020 project that develops tools to 

support energy communities and strengthen the 

collaboration between energy cooperatives and 

municipalities. So far the project produced Finance 

Guides, a Municipal Guide, a Methodology Guide, an 

Inclusivity Guide, a Self-Assessment Tool and Policy 

Recommendations which all got integrated into the 

Community Energy Platform. We are now using these 

tools to support starting energy communities in 

Belgium, Netherlands, France, Croatia and Greece.

The AquaCOM project will enhance 

in NW Europe the use by energy 

communities of aquathermal 

heating/cooling systems in district heating using 

surface water (sea, lakes, ponds, stream, rivers). This 

will be done through the development of a replicable 

governance and technical model, and targeted 

training and capacity building activities for energy 

communities. There are 3 pilot sites: one in Belgium 

at the watermill of Rotselaar, one in the Netherlands: 

the island of Vlieland and one in France in the city of 

Lorient. REScoop.eu is the communication partner. 

The project started on 01/07/2023.

The Clean energy for EU islands 

secretariat (I&II) is an initiative of 

the European Commission aimed at 

supporting the clean energy transition of European 

islands from the bottom up. The second phase of the 

Clean energy for EU islands secretariat came to an 

end in February 2023, with a final workshop in France 

(Mayotte).

Through REScoopVPP, REScoop.eu 

has supported the development by 

energy cooperatives of digital tools 

to enable flexibility services in forms of energy 

monitoring, optimised self-consumption, dynam-

ic-pricing and explicit demand response. The project 

ended at the end of 2023 with a set of open source 

tools, improved cooperative services related to flexi-

bility, new collaborations among cooperative IT 

developers and some new ideas for future projects.

Citizen-led renovation (CLR) III 

brings together cooperatives with 

expertise on citizen-led renovation and feeds into 

policy debates centred around energy efficiency, 

heating and cooling, and citizen-led renovation. The 

project’s main aim is to support the development and 

expansion of sustainable building renovation, and 

renewable heating and cooling activities in Europe. In 

our CLR working group, REScoop.eu members 

collaborate and share knowledge, experience, and 

best practices relating to collective actions to make 

private homes and communities more energy 

efficient, through renovations and One-Stop-Shops. 

In 2023 we advocated for the inclusion of energy 

communities in the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) 

and the EU’s Buildings Directive (EPBD), and organised 

workshops on capacity-building to encourage the 

scale-up of CLR projects across the EU.

COME RES focuses on advancing 

renewable energy communities 

(RECs) in nine European countries, 

learning from regions with advanced community 

energy development and supporting target regions 

with the potential to further develop energy commu-

nities. The project produced research on the barriers 

and drivers for RECs, good and best examples of 

energy community initiatives in the focus countries 

and a comparative assessment of enabling frame-

works for RECs and support scheme designs. The 

country desks in all 9 different focus countries 

gathered relevant community energy stakeholders 

for solution-oriented thematic dialogues and policy 

roundtables. After a successful final event in January 

2023, addressing pressing policy topics, the project 

was finalised in February 2023.

Agro Fossil Free is an Horizon 2020 

project that shows how farmers can 

benefit from innovative business 

models (like the cooperative business model) that 

help mitigate climate change and decarbonise our 

economies whilst keeping value in the local commu-

nities. In 2022 more than 20 regional and international 

workshops were organised online or in person. Apart 

from this numerous FEFTS (Fossil Energy Free 

Technologies and Strategies) were gathered and 

published in the AgEnergy Platform. In 2023 REScoop.

eu produced a video on Agrivoltaics and one on a 

heat network on hedgerow clippings in Belgium. 

REScoop.eu also organised and hosted the final event 

in Brussels. The project ended in August 2023.

RE/SOURCED is a UIA (Urban 

Innovation Action) project. It aims to 

develop a circular and self-suffi-

cient energy system on Transfo, a multifunctional 

heritage site of an old power plant in Zwevegem, a 

small town in West Flanders, Belgium. In 2023 it 

became clear that due to the limiting transposition of 

the EU directives RED II and IEMD and the quite 

conservative stand of the regulator and DSO the 

business case of a new energy community wouldn’t 

be positive. An existing regional REScoop will now 

most probably take over what can be permitted. The 

project ends on the 30th of June 2024.

In OneNET, we liaise with DSOs and 

TSOs to explore how cooperatives 

can support the implementation of 

a decentralised energy system. In 2023 REScoop.eu 

contributed to the BRIDGE Consumer and Citizen 

Engagement Working Group and the work with 

regards to recommendations for consumer 

engagement. The project was finalised in March 2024.

STEPS aims to strengthen the 

competitiveness of North-West 

European SMEs, including energy 

cooperatives, working on innovative storage solutions. 

In 2023 STEPS identified the trends and challenges 

with regards to energy storage in a rocketing market 

and produced several articles, interviews and the 

E-storage matchmap that can be found in the STEPS 

website. It was concluded in September 2023.

In the LIFE_LETsGO4Climate 

project, the Centre-Val de Loire 

region and other local governments 

within the area are initiating some citizen energy 

communities focusing on renewable energy and 

energy sufficiency. This project benefits from the 

support of Energie Partagé for all the methodology 

aspects. REScoop.eu provides European perspec-

tives and helps in advocacy and networking activities.

ECF advocomms aims to use 

strategic advocacy and communi-

cations to promote the devel-

opment of renewable energy communities. At the 

end of 2023, updates to the transposition tracker 

were published. Following a traffic light grading 

system, the tracker assesses the progress of the 

transposition of the provisions on definitions for 

renewable energy communities and citizen energy 

communities, as well as enabling frameworks and 

national support schemes for renewable energy 

communities. The project also allowed us to work on 

the Electricity Market Design file and push for 

favourable provisions for energy communities, 

especially on the topics of energy sharing and PPAs. 

Success stories of community energy projects from 

all over Europe were highlighted on a monthly basis, 

and infographics were developed to illustrate some 

of our policy priorities.

The OSF project aims to grow the 

cooperative movement in the 

eastern part of Europe, specifically 

in Poland and the Czech Republic. REScoop.eu has 

been providing support to the national partners with 

the transposition of the European directives and the 

implementation of enabling frameworks, focusing 

specifically on funding programs supported by the 

European structural funds. The REScoop.eu team 

also supports the development of energy commu-

nities in the region through capacity building, 

including strategic communication training. In 2023, 

we organised a workshop in Prague with the focus on 

community engagement, communications and story-

telling, project development and finance, and collab-

oration with municipalities.



A growing number of energy 

cooperatives are trying to alleviate 

energy poverty, bringing forward 

innovative schemes and business models. CEES aims 

to identify and validate existing good practices and 

investigate their scalability. 2023 was all about 

learning from each other, piloting new mechanisms 

and concrete implementation of action plans for 

more energy solidarity by our six energy community 

partners. Throughout this process REScoop.eu kept a 

watchful eye on legal and regulatory challenges and 

opportunities to develop such energy poverty allevi-

ation schemes at different policy levels, to then 

formulate concrete policy recommendations. These 

will be published in the course of 2024, the final year 

of the project.

REScoop.eu coordinated the 

Energy Communities Repository, 

an initiative on behalf of the 

European Commission to support energy commu-

nities across the EU by providing direct technical 

assistance to energy communities, as well as data 

and policy analysis relating to energy communities. 

The project ended at the end of 2023.

The Patagonia Communications II 

project allows us to reinforce the 

community energy narrative in 

Europe through specific communication actions, 

such as sharing successful stories from our network, 

continuing growing the Energy Community Platform, 

or promoting the seven cooperative principles. This 

will help citizens and communities to take up an 

active role in the energy transition. 

In 2023 the “One Stop Renovation 

Co-op” (OSR-Coop) LIFE Project 

entered into the 2nd year of its work 

programme. OSR-Coop aims to further develop 

cooperative one-stop-shop building renovation 

services and transform them into integrated services. 

The project focuses on deep renovation for house-

holds aimed at improving energy efficiency. Together 

with three frontrunner cooperatives: Energent in 

Belgium, Energy Communities Tipperary Cooperative 

in Ireland and Les 7 Vents in France, REScoop.eu will 

create and disseminate a toolkit and training courses 

in order to replicate one stop renovation services 

throughout Europe. In 2023 work was completed with 

work package 2, in mapping out the existing services 

the three cooperatives offer, which allowed for the 

technical work packages 3 and 4 to be opened and 

the pilots launched. Furthermore, with work package 

5 on the replication side, research has been conducted 

to assess the needs of future potential replicators 

and to help grow the community of practice. Finally, 

in the work package 6 dedicated to communication 

and dissemination, the partners organised and partic-

ipated in a number of workshops and webinars, 

prepared a policy brief, and the OSR-Coop project 

website has been launched and in use for sharing 

news and resources on the project.

LIFE-ACCE project kicked-off in 

November 2022 in Brussels. This 

project - involving several feder-

ation members - is aimed at creating CEFS 

(Community Energy Financing Schemes). The project 

will participate in the development of financing 

programs targeting energy communities in 5 

European countries and support the development of 

European collaboration on project financing. Building 

on the existing experiences of some of our members, 

we will create national-level programs providing 

tailor-made financing products for energy coopera-

tives. We will also look to collaborate with institu-

tional partners and the private sector to create a 

European-level fundraising tool, aggregating national 

project pipelines and providing investments to 

national CEFS. The first year of the project was 

dedicated to researching the needs and gaps in the 

financing of energy communities and their projects. 

The consortium started the deployment of pilot 

financing schemes in Spain, Germany, Belgium, 

Croatia, and Romania. REScoop.eu coordinated the 

efforts of our members, and launched an internal 

working group dedicated to access to financing tools 

at the European level.

LIFE LOOP aims to empower local 

and regional governments, local 

citizens and other stakeholders to 

work together to develop and achieve community 

energy objectives through new partnerships and 

projects. With a focus on community solar and energy 

efficiency, the LIFE LOOP project aims to build 

capacity, to secure funding to create new community 

energy initiatives, to reduce regulatory hurdles for 

community energy development in municipalities 

and to incentivise wider participation through a 

‘community energy-friendly’ training and award 

programme for municipalities, resource library and 

match-making tools. In 2023, we organised capacity 

building workshops in Croatia, Romania and Greece, 

and developed the Community energy accreditation 

programme which is Europe's first scheme that 

acknowledges municipalities demonstrating 

foresightedness in energy community matters.

Through the ECF Summer School 

project, REScoop.eu, in partnership 

with Electra Energy Cooperative, 

organised a three day pan-European gathering of 

energy communities in Athens, Greece from 8-10 May 

2023. A tailored programme was offered to over 150 

participants, with sessions covering a range of topics 

such as community energy financing, communica-

tions and citizen-led renovation to workshops and 

exchanges focusing on energy justice, advocacy and 

gender power.

ECF Community Energy 2024 aims 

to use strategic advocacy and 

communications to promote the 

development of renewable energy communities, 

while also it finances the organisation of the 2024 

Energy Communities Forum. The policy work focuses 

on preparing the EU Elections Manifesto and drafting 

policy priorities for the new Commission, while also 

updating the REScoop.eu transposition tracker. It also 

includes the organisation of two workshops on the 

topic of the assessment for barriers and potential for 

the development of RECs. The communications work 

focuses on elevating the visibility of community 

energy among MEP candidates and parties and 

reinforcing our community energy narrative through 

a set of engaging communications activities.

Life COMET aims to support a set of 

pioneering energy communities 

and NGOs initiating national energy 

coalitions in Croatia, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, 

Poland, Romania and Slovenia. This project will 

support some citizen initiatives, foster collaboration 

among energy communities especially for advocacy. 

In a second phase of the project, partners will reach 

out to neighbouring countries in central and eastern 

Europe to support and network with existing energy 

community networks.

ESPON EGTC TANDEM aims to map 

energy communities across the 27 

member states (+ EFTA countries). 

This mapping carried out at the NUTS3 level will 

allow us to streamline and bring coherence to data 

collection efforts between the EU and national levels. 

The TANDEM team will also use the data collected to 

carry out two cross-sectional analyses on the social 

impact of energy communities and economic impact 

at the local level of energy communities at the 

regional level. These statistical analyses will form the 

basis of evidence based policy recommendations to 

enable the growth of energy communities across 

different regions. The role of REScoop.eu will be both 

to support the data collection and to contribute to 

the policy development emerging from the studies 

carried out.

Community 4 Climate aims to 

support 50 community-based initi-

atives in 11 EU countries to 

implement their innovative ideas to address climate 

and sustainability issues in the areas of renewable 

energy, sustainable water management, circular and 

resource-efficient economy, and biodiversity. 

REScoop.eu is responsible for coordinating the expert 

support focusing on renewable energy.

https://osr-coop.rescoop.eu/
https://osr-coop.rescoop.eu/


New projects we started/will start in 2024

As several key projects came to an end in 2024, the scene was set for an intense 2023 fundraising campaign. Our 

main goals were to secure the current services of the federation and to push the capabilities of the federation 

around policy development, social inclusion and energy sharing. Additionally, the call for the Energy Commu-

nities Facility was on top of our priorities. This while preserving our current partnership with private foundations. 

Due to the favourable LIFE CET program, our team decided to focus on the program this year - presenting a high 

number of bids.

Total proposals submitted

Funder Submitted proposals Approved proposals Comments

LIFE CET
6 3

2 proposals were coordinated  

by REScoop.eu

Interreg NWE 1 0 Ongoing

European Climate 

Foundation
3 2

One proposal was rejected at 

the concept stage.

Heinrich Boll Stiftung 

Greece
1 1

CAF America
1  1

Funding through  

the Patagonia grant schemes.

16%
REScoop.eu

47%
Members

37%
Other
partners

Service contracts

Additionally to those proposals for grants, the federation has been developing expertise on European service 

contracts in the past years. We have participated in and coordinated key contracts in line with the interests of 

our networks. In 2023, we presented a bid for the procurement procedure of DG Regio (Cross-border energy 

communities handbook) and DG Ener (Citizen-led Renovation Phase II) which were unsuccessful. We presented 

a bid for the ESPON EGTC agency (TANDEM contract), and a DG Regio procurement (Community for Climate), 

that were successful. We also started a collaboration with the JASPER initiative of the EIB for the year 2024. 

Total funding submitted

In an effort to enhance the development of 

our network, the federation team has made it 

a priority to facilitate proposals working with 

our members. The 2023 campaign allowed 

us to raise 4 euros for our members for each 

euro that was funded to the secretariat team.



Financial report
By Daan Creupelandt and Mark Luntley 

2023 has been a good year for REScoop.eu. We’ve been successful in bidding for new projects, which 

allowed REScoop.eu to grow its team and further develop its business model. 

High inflation led to increased total spending (mainly staff costs). However REScoop.eu remains 

financially sound and we ended the year with a small surplus. The board of directors recommend 

adding this surplus to our existing reserves. 

An accumulated surplus provides a buffer against future uncertainties. This surplus is also an 

important measure of financial viability, which the European Commission will use when assessing 

future bids and proposals.

2022 2023

Total income €1.430.023 € 1.736.367

Total spending €1.316.789 € 1.714.829

Surplus €117.742 € 21.537

 2022 2023

 Current & long term assets  € 2.681.375 € 2.890.354

 Current & long term liabilities  € 2.119.159 € 2.306.601

 Accumulated Surplus  € 562.216 € 583.753

 Summary Balance Sheet 

Income and spending in the year

●Publication of the 
Financing Tracker

●7 Advocacy 
working group 
meetings with 

members

8 women and 8 
men in the board 

●Publication of 
the SCCALE 

Inclusivity Guide

1.276 social media messages triggered 
695.439 impressions and 36.370 

engagements

●Full transposition 
tracker published

REScoop.eu 
won the Solar 
Diversity Award

7 women &  
8 men  

in the team 

●Translation of the  
Community Energy Guide  
in 9 different languages

●Membership 
growth with 9%

13 
publications

11  
press releases 

& 11 newsletters

9  
policy papers

13 Community 
Power Coalition 

meetings

●14 Coalition for 
Energy Savings 

meetings

●8 Right to 
Energy Coalition 

meetings

12 BRIDGE 
meetings

55 articles 
in European 
and national 

newspapers and 
magazines

Representation in 288 events  
of which 188 advocacy meetings

Some
key
figures

9 electricity 
market design 
working group 

meetings

6 flexibility 
working group 
meetings (+ a 
hackathon in 

Brussels)

6 gender power 
working group 

meetings

7 citizen-led 
renovation 

working group 
meetings



Clean Energy Package transposition and the Energy Communities Repository

In the context of the Clean Energy Package (CEP), under Directive (EU) 2019/944 (the Electricity Directive) and 

Directive (EU) 2018/2001 (the Renewable Energy Directive II), Member States were supposed to incorporate 

definitions of energy communities, enabling frameworks, and other supportive policies and regulations, into 

national legislation by the end of 2020 and June 2021, respectively. Due to the COVID crisis, among other things, 

many Member States were behind on the transposition process, with very few respecting the deadlines. During 

2023, further national legislation and regulations were published and/or developed. To help our members 

and our growing network, we provided direct advice and expertise through presentations and follow up with 

national ministries and regulators. We also updated our online ‘Transposition Tracker’ Tool, which allows the 

public to view the state of transposition of the energy community definitions, enabling frameworks and support 

schemes for RECs across all Member States.

As part of a consortium to operate the Energy Communities Repository on behalf of the European Commission, 

REScoop.eu concluded its work in December 2023. Through this work REScoop.eu and its partners were able 

to monitor further legislative developments, and map barriers and drivers for the development of energy 

communities and their different activities (e.g. production, supply, energy sharing and flexibility). The Repository 

also produced a Roadmap for developing policy and legal frameworks for energy communities, which is aimed 

at Member States who are just getting started in developing their national frameworks, and a Reference Guide 

on Energy Sharing for Energy Communities, which looks at practical aspects of what communities should know 

when setting up an energy sharing project.

In addition, we continued our deep collaboration with partner organisations, including through the Community 

Power Coalition, the Coalition for Energy Savings and the Right to Energy Coalition on EU legislative files.

1st vs 2nd generation EU legislation for energy communities

Since the CEP was concluded at the end of 2019, Europe has experienced a global pandemic, the biggest 

war at our door since WWII and an energy and related cost-of-living crisis that exposed our dependence on 

expensive fossil fuels. Many European policymakers have worked hard to soften the blow of these crises. 

Among these solutions was the REPowerEU Package, which included a revision of the EU’s Electricity 

Market Design. Throughout 2023, we worked with our members to push for favourable provisions for energy 

communities in the revision of the Electricity Directive and the other relevant EU legislative files under the Fit 

for 55 Package, which were also finalised in 2023. Although the core provisions for RECs and CECs were not 

revised, we got new references to energy communities in the revised Renewables Directive, Energy Efficiency 

Advocacy
By Josh Roberts and Stavroula Pappa

In 2023, REScoop.eu’s advocacy efforts continued to focus heavily on shaping the translation of the 

Clean Energy Package’s (CEP) provisions on energy communities at the national level to benefit our 

members. In addition, we continued to influence a number of EU legislative files under development 

on behalf of our members. We also completed our work within the Energy Communities Repository, 

a service contract with the EU Commission aiming at promoting energy communities.

Some numbers

9 policy papers

56 meetings with policy makers, of which 13 with the European Commission,  
17 with the European Parliament and 26 with national policy makers

7 Advocacy Working Group meetings with our members

9 Electricity Market Design working group meetings 

13 Community Power Coalition meetings

14 Coalition for Energy Savings meetings

8 Right to Energy Coalition meetings

12 BRIDGE meetings

Directive, Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, and in the new Social Climate Fund. We also managed to 

get additional supportive provisions for energy communities and a more elaborated framework to promote the 

activity of energy sharing in the Electricity Directive. Lastly, we managed to keep energy communities out of 

the revised Gas Directive, which would have presented a significant risk of corporate capture. 

All of the new legislation developments that concluded in 2023 can be considered as second generation 

EU legislation for energy communities, which build upon the CEP. These laws reinforce the model of energy 

communities, and further acknowledge that citizens no longer need to depend on corporate power for their 

renewable electricity, heating, or renovations. This second-generation EU legislation clarifies that citizen-

led initiatives actively contribute not only to renewables production, but also to other activities, including 

renovations, alleviation of energy poverty, energy efficiency, offshore wind production, and heating and cooling.

Next steps

In 2024, REScoop.eu’s advocacy efforts will continue to focus on ensuring all EU Member States write their 

national rules on energy communities properly and on time. At the same time, the Energy Performance of 

Buildings Directive and Electricity Market Directive is expected to be published in the second quarter of 2024, 

opening the door for its transposition. In addition, Member States will need to report on their development and 

implementation of enabling frameworks and update their National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs), which 

will provide an opportunity to communicate the importance of more concrete national action to support energy 

communities. We will also work with our growing network to highlight good practices for legislation and policy, 

and identify gaps and suggest improvements.

2024 will be the year of change, with the EU Elections coming up in June and the new Commission being 

expected to take over in October. Amidst this changing policy landscape, we will continue to actively push 

so that energy communities and local ownership of renewables gain a stronger policy foothold within the EU 

Institutions and at national level. 



Our Working Groups 
REScoop.eu coordinates the collaboration between members in different thematic working groups. The aim of 

these groups is to provide our members with direct access to experts, and to build fora for exchange among 

partners. We have set-up collaborations around topics like e-mobility, offshore wind, gender power, flexibility, 

citizen-led renovation and financing.

Citizen-led renovation working group

In this working group, REScoop.eu members build collaborations and share knowledge, experience, and 

best practices relating to deep and shallow renovation. We empower communities to take collective action 

and make their homes and communities more energy efficient. In this way the working group will support the 

development and expansion of sustainable building renovation activities in Europe.

Is your cooperative interested in getting involved more with  

energy efficiency and building renovation?  

Please get in touch with our colleague Srgjan Vidoeski: srgjan.vidoeski@rescoop.eu

Gender Power working group

The Gender Power working group gathers REScoop.eu members to discuss challenges and exchange good 

practices, tools and instruments that help energy communities diversify their boards and membership base. 

The working group meets on a bi-monthly basis to discuss and organise actions to concretise its ambition to 

diversify the community energy movement in order to reflect the principle of gender justice.

The working group has launched its Ambition statement to encourage REScoop.eu members to contribute to 

a just energy transition, promoting the meaningful participation of people of all genders on equal terms. The 

statement, available in 8 languages, is open for signature by all REScoop.eu members.

The Gender Power working group mobilises the democratic and inclusive nature of energy cooperatives 

to take measures to modify or abolish existing gender-discriminatory regulations, customs, structures, and 

practices. The group also wishes to shine light on the voices, faces, needs, and interests of women and people 

of all genders in the community energy sector. Last year, we reached out to the working group members to 

highlight their concrete actions to truly welcome and engage every citizen (and even beyond) in their energy 

community. The collection of these inspiring practices are presented in the Inclusivity guidebook.

Is your cooperative interested in joining the group?  

Please get in touch with our colleague Antonia Proka: antonia.proka@rescoop.eu

Advocacy working group

This group gathers on a regular basis to discuss relevant policy issues. The advocacy working group shares 

white papers, public consultations and high level reports. Members receive updates on what is going on at 

the EU level, participate in developing joint position papers and elaborating an advocacy strategy, and can 

ask for support from other members of the group on specific issues. Members also provide updates on the 

developments of the national legislation on energy communities, which are utilised to update the REScoop.eu 

transposition tracker tool. The group meets about 6 times a year and usually gathers members from Belgium, 

Croatia, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Denmark, Portugal and Spain. 

Is your cooperative interested in joining the group?  

Please get in touch with our colleague Stavroula Pappa: stavroula.pappa@rescoop.eu.

Flexibility working group

The digitalisation of energy services offers many opportunities to energy cooperatives. New services like 

improved self-consumption, energy sharing or demand response are now becoming more and more 

accessible. However, it requires navigating within new roles, exploring new partnerships and hiring new 

services. Using the experience of cooperatives in different projects (these projects have been: FLEXcoop, cVPP 

and REScoopVPP), this working group acts as a forum of exchange among peers on the diversity of flexibility-

related topics. The group usually meets 4 times a year, and gathers members from various countries like: 

Belgium, Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the UK.

Is your cooperative interested in joining the group?  

Please get in touch with our colleague Roland Tual: roland.tual@rescoop.eu.

mailto:srgjan.vidoeski%40rescoop.eu?subject=
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/news/ambition-statement-of-our-gender-power-working-group
https://www.sccale203050.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Inclusivity-Guidebook_SCCALE203050_updated.pdf
mailto:antonia.proka%40rescoop.eu?subject=
mailto:stavroula.pappa%40rescoop.eu?subject=
mailto:roland.tual%40rescoop.eu?subject=


Highlighting diversity  
and inclusion 
By Antonia Proka and Heleen Schockaert 
REScoop.eu project managers

2023 has been a year of accelerated social commitments, impact and recognition for our federation. The 

movement has now clearly positioned itself as strongly committed to being a vehicle for a just and inclusive 

energy transition. 

In November 2023, REScoop.eu was acknowledged for its work on diversity and gender equality by Solar Power 

Europe. The Solar Diversity Champion Awards recognise and celebrate organisations that have demonstrated 

commitment and success in creating diverse, inclusive work environments. The award acknowledged 

REScoop.eu's holistic approach and commitment to gender equality and social justice as a testament to its 

dedication in advancing inclusivity and fairness within the energy cooperative landscape. The Solar Works Fair 

panel applauded REScoop.eu’s gender equality and justice ethos across its activities, highlighting its Gender 

Power Working Group and its support to the ‘Charter of Commitment on Equality between Women and Men in 

Cooperatives’.

In signing the working group’s Ambition statement, the board of REScoop.eu declared its awareness that the 

transition to a sustainable and just energy system requires holistic changes, which means dismantling existing 

unjust societal or organisational structures, ending discrimination and subordination attitudes, and creating 

alternative cultures, structures and practices, that reflect the principles of democracy, cooperation, and justice 

for all.

Earlier in 2023, the REScoop.eu team launched a collective process to develop a Gender Equality Plan for 

the organisation. This plan covered topics related to work-life balance, decision making, recruitment, and our 

training processes. The preparation and finalisation of the plan has been time-consuming, but the results prove 

that it was worth it. For instance, by using a more inclusive language in our recruitment process, we noticed 

that, for the first time, more women than men applied to our vacancy. We would like to share our Gender 

Equality Plan with you, in the hope of inspiring you to take similar action. And as always, don’t hesitate to 

contact us for any questions and comments. 

Learn more about it here.

Beyond gender justice, energy poverty and socio-economic inclusivity have been high on the federation’s 

agenda, with many new inspiring initiatives developing on the ground and new acknowledgements at both EU 

and national level. Some key achievements in 2023 include the publication of a Report on Energy Communities 

and Energy Poverty with the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre, as well as the recognition of the 

role of energy communities in the European Commission’s Energy Poverty Recommendation and Staff Working 

Document. Both include many inspiring practices and concrete energy poverty alleviation strategies from 

our members. To further amplify this work and impact we take an active role in the Right to Energy Coalition 

and aim to further investigate the scalability of such initiatives in projects such as CEES and through regular 

exchanges with our members.

In fact, from its inception, the Gender Power working group has applied an intersectional approach in its efforts 

to bring about gender justice and social inclusion in energy cooperatives. In order to emphasise the importance 

of broadening and diversifying our community energy movement, we have decided to amend the name of our 

working group to “Gender Power & Inclusion”. Anyway, it has only been thanks to the inspiring actions of some 

of our working group members that we managed to prepare the Inclusivity guide (SCCALE 203050).

We don’t want to pretend to be experts on gender and inclusion.  

We want to learn together and improve our actions in this area.  

That’s why we invite you to share with us any actions you are taking,  

whether they are successful or not. 

Is there something you have achieved by changing some of your processes? 

Have you tried something that did not work? Please share this with us! 

Failure is only failure if we fail to learn from it.

https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/news/ambition-statement-of-our-gender-power-working-group
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/news/women-in-energy
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https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC134832
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/commission-staff-working-document-eu-guidance-energy-poverty_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/commission-staff-working-document-eu-guidance-energy-poverty_en


REScoop.eu staff - who’s who

Dirk Vansintjan
PRESIDENT
PROJECT MANAGER

dirk.vansintjan@rescoop.eu  

+32 486 392 212

Daan Creupelandt
COORDINATOR
PROJECT MANAGER

daan.creupelandt@rescoop.eu  

+32 493 400 931

Sara Tachelet
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

sara.tachelet@rescoop.eu  

+32 493 400 935

Josh Roberts
SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR

josh.roberts@rescoop.eu  

+32 493 400 933

Stanislas d’Herbemont
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

stan.herbemont@rescoop.eu  

+32 493 400 932

Antonia Proka
PROJECT MANAGER

antonia.proka@rescoop.eu  

+32 485 028 101

Heleen Schockaert
PROJECT MANAGER

heleen.schockaert@rescoop.eu 

+32 483 015 362

Óscar Güell
PROJECT MANAGER
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

oscar.guell@rescoop.eu 

+32 488 478 586

Roland Tual
PROJECT MANAGER

roland.tual@rescoop.eu  

+32 493 362 881

Stavroula Pappa
POLICY ADVISOR

stavroula.pappa@rescoop.eu  

+32 484 124 275

Srgjan Vidoeski
PROJECT MANAGER

srgjan.vidoeski@rescoop.eu  

+32 486 729 700

Felix Kriedemann
PROJECT MANAGER

felix.kriedemann@rescoop.eu  

+32 486 942 547

Ryfka Heyman 
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT

ryfka.heyman@rescoop.eu  

+32 487 711 551
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PROJECT MANAGER
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Newest REScoop.eu members

Newest supporters

Full list of REScoop.eu members:

Members that joined REScoop.eu (01/01/2023 - 31/03/2024)

https://www.rescoop.eu/become-a-member#our-members



REScoop.eu partners
REScoop.eu teams up with a broad range of partners in order to strengthen our vision and increase our impact.

REScoop.eu funders
REScoop.eu gratefully acknowledges funding from:

Our members

Contact

FIND RESCOOP.EU ON SOCIAL MEDIA

BRUSSELS OFFICE

Mundo-Madou 

Rue de la charité 22  

(entrance through Avenue des 

Arts 7-8) 

BE – 1210 Brussels

 @RESCOOP.EU

 @RESCOOPEU

 RESCOOP.EU

 RESCOOPVIDEOS

 @RESCOOP.EU

www.rescoop.eu
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